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real revolution, and become its interpreters, its organs, more
especially when they are certain thereby of increasing two-
fold the applause attributed to their talent.
This is the only explanation that can be found for the
absurd masquerade of Talma, for the illuminism. of Lais, the
famous singer, whose exquisitely sweet and melodious voice,
uttering the ferociously energetic stanzas of the " Marseil-
laise" on the boards of the Grand Opera, caused all the au-
dience to fall on their knees.
The aberrations of these men had, however, a noble source;
the foot of the invader was on the soil of France, and the
indignant land was heaving as in the throes^of an earthquake.
Every heart was inspired, every arm was nerved, every brain
was fevered by the magic words gloria and patrie. No such
incentives existed in 1848 ; and when Rachel, whose waking
hours were haunted and whose sleep was troubled by the
wish to imitate the follies of her illustrious predecessors, at-
tempted to do likewise, she had the misfortune to excite hates
that had no object, to call down vengeance where there was
no motive, and to insult foes that were absent or no longer in
existence. Talma and La'is had before them a foreign in-
vasion ; Mademoiselle Rachel was in the presence of the most
absurd and disorganizing saturnalia that ever found a place
in the history of nations.
To -understand the state of things with regard to theatricals
at that time, some explanation of the influence the Revolution
had on them is necessary.
In France, the people—that people that may with truth
be proclaimed one of the happiest and one of the most mildly
governed on the face of the globe—imagine, at every revolu-
tion, that they have at last thrown off the yoke of the most
frightful despotism, that they are entering on a new era of
happiness and of liberty; the past was the age of iron, the
future is to be the age of gold. The amount of insane hopes,
wild delusions then entertained is beyond conception. Every
thing in the fallen regime was wrong, every thing in the new
wiH be perfect. The first thing to be done is to change the
name of the things; old ones are thus supposed to be regen-
erated, to have changed their nature; the Monarchy becomes

